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For me, I want my students to have all the information readily available to them as I don't always like isolating
certain concepts. They hear and tell stories all the time. Tell the students that a personal narrative includes
observations, facts, and details about their experience. I find this is the graphic organizer my students turn to
first when they are looking for an idea. Many students leave blank spots on their hearts so they can fill them in
as the year goes on. We can forge new relationships and strengthen the ones we already have. Students could
create a slideshow to accompany their stories and record them as digital storytelling videos. My more
proficient writers tend to prefer this organizer because it gives them more room to expand upon their ideas.
And you better make it interesting. These pages are necessary for the writing activity in the final lesson. This
just happens to be a process that has worked for me. During that time, they should focus some of their
attention on applying the skill they learned in the mini-lesson to their drafts, so they will improve a little bit
every day. In my own classroom, I tended to avoid having my students write short stories because personal
narratives were more accessible. There are definitely ways to adjust this lesson. You then can have students
share the notes they took on that quality with others in the class. Here is an example: "Last week, when I
looked at the boxes full of food we collected for the hurricane victim families, I noticed one can of corn tipped
on its side, rolled away from the other food. This video explains each of those qualities: Qualities Powerpoint
Explanation. Then have them complete a story arc for the model so they can see the underlying structure. Her
guidance on using mentor text has improved my teaching, as well as my students' understanding of the
personal narrative immensely. Tell students to store all their prewriting and planning sheets from this lesson
and the others in a file folder. I find the hardest one for students to really understand is voice. Then, using a
simple storyâ€”like this Coca Cola commercial â€”fill out the story arc with the components from that story.
In journal quick-writes, think-pair-shares, or by playing a game like Concentric Circles , prompt them to tell
some of their own brief stories: A time they were embarrassed. This will help them make sure that they
actually have a story to tell, with an identifiable problem, a sequence of events that build to a climax, and
some kind of resolution, where something is different by the end. Have them look at your rubric and find
places in the model that illustrate the qualities listed in the rubric. I purposely choose a narrative that we have
already read since students already know the basic idea behind the narrative. What you want is a working
draft, a starting point, something to build on for later, rather than a blank page or screen to stare at.

